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What is the European Competitiveness Fund ?
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• The ECF is designed to be a major financial and coordination 
instrument to strengthen EU competitiveness, with an emphasis on 
strategic sectors and technologies. 

• The ECF would bring together 14 EU programmes a single fund 
• Horizon Europe* (the only one that will remain as a stand-alone programme)
• Innovation Fund
• Digital Europe Programme
• Connecting Europe Facility - CEF Digital
• European Defence Fund
• Act in Support of Ammunition Production (ASAP)
• InvestEU
• Defence Industry Reinforcement through Common Procurement Act (EDIRPA)
• European Defence Industry Programme (EDIP)
• EU4Health
• European Space Programme
• IRIS
• Single Market Programme (SME strand)
• LIFE Programme*



Pillar 2 : the EU competitiveness Fund
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• Horizon Europe remains a stand-alone 
programme

• The rest of ECF would be structured in four 
policy windows that reflect the EU's strategic 
priorities for increasing competitiveness and 
resilience (all values in 2025 prices): 

1. Clean transition and industrial 
decarbonisation, €23.2 billion ;

2. Resilience and security, defence industry and 
space, €115.7 billion; 

3. Digital leadership, €48.5 billion; 
4. Health, biotech, agriculture and bioeconomy, 

€20 billion.
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What is new for Horizon Europe?
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• A total budget of 175 
billion €

• Divided into 4 pillars
o Excellent science
o Competitiveness & 

society
o Innovation
o European research area
Pillar II contain the topics 
that would be the most 
relevant for local and 
regional authorities

Funding will keep a similar 
structure with call for 
proposals multi-annual 
work programmes



What about the LIFE Program?
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• Current LIFE program is being split:

o "LIFE Activites" in the ECF: which is primarily geared towards industrial policy and aims to boost 
competitiveness across sectors such as defence, space, health, digital, biotech and industrial 
decarbonisation. You will find here post of the previous LIFE CET

▪ Funding for LIFE Activities could cover up to 100% of eligible costs and 25% of indirect costs.

o Other elements, notably concerning nature-based (nature restoration, biodiversity) projects: in the EU 
Facility without any ring fencing

What was previously found under the scope of the energy and climate transition are now relabelled under 
competitiveness



Key Takeaways
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• No clear territorial approach is proposed within the ECF 
or Horizon Europe

• Competitiveness is the key word – previous green 
transition points now in competitiveness

• LIFE Programme split amongst ECF(Life Activities) & EU 
Facility (biodiversity and nature-based initiatives)

• Governance – local and regional authorities missing

• How will look like? Don't know yet



Tools developed by cities networks
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Next Webinar 12th March 
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